52                  108 Vaishnavite Divya Desam - ///
both in Tamil and in Sanskrit which refer to Thillai as an
established Siva sthalam. The Sabha where the dance took
place and the other mantapas and Sabhas in the temple are
all very impressive. While the gopurams have an air of stately
grandeur, the atmosphere of the Sabhas is one of religious
sublimity. There are in all five Sabhas of which the Nritta
Sabha is the most spectacular and the piece de resistance in the
whole area. This is the hall where the Lord of Thillai viz. Siva
is stated to have entered into a dancing competition with the
Goddess!
The moolavar here is known as Govindarajan. The vi-
graha of Sri Govindaraj is a massive majestic figure reclining on
Adisesha with the figures of Brahma,Sridevi and Bhoodevi by
His side. He is seen in a boga sayana pose facing east. The ut-
savar is known as Parthasarathi and Devadi devan. He is seen
in a sitting posture with chaturbhujam, shanku, chakram and
His right hand raised in gnana mudra (Upadesa mudra). The
Ubhaya Nachiyars are also seen by His side.
The shrine has had a non controversial existence upto the
time of the Chola Kings. Worship was offered to both the deities
in the appropriate manner. But apparently, during the period
of the Chola Kings Vikrama Chola and his son Kulottunga II
(first half of the 12th century) Chitra kutam as a vaishnavite
shrine was pushed to the background, as those Kings were ardent
saivites. Naiaraja was their family deity and they used their vast
wealth for providing magnificent edifices and endowments to the
saivite shrine. Actually, the vaishnavites felt that there was a
serious danger to the utsava vigrahams of even;the Perumal and
hence the utsava murthi was removed to Lower Tirupati. It was
after many years when the fortunes of the Cholas varied and the
Vijayanagara Kings Ramaraya and Achutaraya, successors of the
famous Krishnadevaraya took serious interest in the vaishnavite
shrines, that Chitrakutam as a vaishnavite divyadesam gained in
importance. The temple was re-consecrated in the first half of the
16th century. In 1539 Achuta Devaraya is said to have ordered
the installation of Thillai Govindaraja according to Vaikanasa
sastra and granted 500 gold coins for meeting the expenses of
daily worship. However that order was not implemented and it